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The Town of Swanzey is proud to bring 

you Online Services! 

 

 

 

 

Renewing your vehicle registration, dog license or  

getting a copy of your birth certificate  or marriage 

license just got quicker and easier.   

 

Please visit www.swanzey.town.nh.us and try it out 

today! 

Spring is officially here! Let’s all hope that this spring will be a good one heading into a great summer! It has 

certainly been a very busy lead up to spring with Town Meeting now behind us. All articles on this year’s 

Town warrant passed, including a bond to fund an addition and improvements to the police station. The Town 

is working quickly to finalize construction documents to move towards beginning construction as soon as pos-

sible. Planning is also underway on this year’s road and bridge projects, with more information found below 

and more information to come as the year goes on. 

The Board of Selectmen has decided on the 2017 schedule for Swanzey Uncovered and a slight change to how 

it gets distributed. Two editions will be mailed out to all properties and two editions will be electronic only on 

the Town’s website (with a few hard copies around Town Hall and other facilities). This edition  and the fall 

edition in September will be electronic only; the summer edition in July and the winter edition in December 

will be mailed out to residents. 

Unpermitted Signs  

Recently, there has been an uptick in the number of 

unpermitted signs popping up in Swanzey.  At the 

April 19th meeting of the Board of Selectmen, the 

Code Enforcement Office was directed to begin a 

systematic process of investigating and enforcing the 

Town’s sign regulations as contained in Section 

III.S. of the Town’s zoning ordinance (the zoning 

ordinance is available for review on the Town’s 

website www.town.swanzey.nh.us)  If you have 

questions regarding signs on your property, please 

contact Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin at 

code@town.swanzey.nh.us or give him a call at 352-

7411 ext. 105. 

Hale Hill Road Reconstruction 

The Town’s plan is to prepare the road this year, with work including replacing culverts, improving ditching 

and drainage, and tree removal.  The actual road reconstruction and repaving is scheduled to take place in 

2018. The Town plans to host an informational session in late June or Early July. 

Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge Reconstruction   

The Town plans to reconstruct this bridge later in 2017 using Town funds, rather than the State Bridge Aid 

program.  Engineering work is currently underway and informational meetings will be held in the next few 

months. 

Wilson Pond Dam Repairs 

The Town has resumed investigating solutions to the long standing issues with the Upper and Lower Wilson 

Pond Dams.  The Town projects to hold an informational session in July or August to update residents and 

get their input on proposed solutions. 

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us
mailto:code@town.swanzey.nh.us


Richardson Park/Swanzey Lake Beach opens Memorial Day 

Swanzey Lake Day Camp - Campers will have the opportunity to spend eight fun filled weeks swimming, 

playing, learning and making new friends. Ages 5 to 11 years old. June 19th to August 11th. Monday 

thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Red Cross Swim Lessons - Ages 5 and up. July 17th to July 21st - Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Splash & Play - Introducing your child to the water in a safe way. July 12, 19, 26, and August 2. 3 – 4 year 

olds – 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Infants to 2 years olds – 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.  

Hiking group - Ages 12-15 years old. Bi-weekly on Thursdays we will hike a different trail ending with 

Mt. Monadnock. 

Tennis Lessons -  Grades 3rd - 12th.  Please check Town website or Facebook for date and times. 

Soccer - Ages 4 - 12 years old. Open enrollment until August 24th 

*VOLUNTEER COACHES ARE NEEDED IN ALL LEVELS*

Recreation Department 

Free Movie Night 

6:00 pm on May 13th at Whitcomb Hall (17 Main Street) 

Showing The Jungle Book 

Popcorn and drinks will be provided at no cost 

Please bring anything that will make it more comfy like blankets 

and pillows 

Pop Up Yoga  

Coming in May!  

Please keep your eye out for dates, locations, and times. 

Have questions?   

Contact Jenna at 352-7411 ext. 115 or 

jfraunfelder@town.swanzey.nh.us 



SFD Annual Firefighter/EMS Awards  

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately sixty-five firefighters, retirees and other guest paid tribute to members of the Swanzey Fire 

Department at the annual employee appreciation and awards event held at the Pilgrim Pines Camp, West 

Shore Road in Swanzey. The event is sponsored by Pilgrim Pines and is attended by current and retired mem-

bers of the Swanzey Fire department annually. 

 

Four Swanzey Fire Department employees were recognized for their years of service based on the following 

milestones: Firefighter and Advanced EMT, Joe Amato, five years of service; Firefighter Richard Symonds, 

ten years of service; and Lieutenant and Advanced EMT, Benjamin Tatro twenty years of service. 

 

Swanzey Firefighter, Ronald E. “Chuck” Fontaine, a member of the department since June 1, 1967, was hon-

ored for his fifty years of service with the department. Fontaine received awards and a standing ovation from 

past and present members attending the event. Chief Norman W. Skantze provided an overview of Fontaine’s 

accomplishments over the years and  Deputy Chief Vincent “Mick” Sanchez,  presented  Fontaine with a rep-

lica of an eighteenth century firefighter speaking trumpet. The trumpet is a fire service symbol of the spirit 

and traditions of the fire service. Swanzey Fire Department presents the trumpet to a member who reaches 

his/her fifty year anniversary with the department. Only three other similar awards have been given in the 

past to members of the department. 

 

Fontaine has been a community leader and active participate in annual fund raising for the East Swanzey Fire 

and Rescue Company. The East Swanzey Fire and Rescue Company is a non–profit organization affiliated 

with the fire department, organized to support firefighters in the community. Fontaine was instrumental in the 

development and organization of the first annual Mud Bog Bogie an event held at the Cheshire Fair Grounds 

which continues each summer.  

 

Two additional members of the department were also honored for their work with the department. Veteran 

member Sherry Mattson was awarded the department’s EMS Service Award for her outstanding contribu-

tions to the department in the area of emergency medical services. The award is given annually to a member, 

who is a licensed EMS provider that demonstrates leadership, character and dedication in the field of Emer-

gency Medical Services and exemplifies patient advocacy. Mattson has been a member of the department 

since 2003 and is assigned to  East Swanzey, Station 1.    

 

Firefighter Peter Goodenough received the department’s Fire Service Award.  The Fire Service Award is giv-

en annually to a firefighter who demonstrates leadership, character and dedication to the fire service. Goode-

nough is a level I certified firefighter and is assigned to Swanzey Center, Station 2. Goodenough has been a 

member of the department since 2015 and in this brief time has gained the respect of his peers and supervi-

sors as an outstanding employee who is an example to his co-workers. Firefighter Goodenough’s son Hayden 

is a senior at MRHS and is currently working with the department as part of his “Senior Project”; he was also 

recognized for his participation with the department at last night’s event.   

 

The Swanzey Fire Department is a combination Career and on-call fire department with forty employees an-

swering over 900 fire and EMS emergencies annually.  Anyone seeking information about the event or the 

Swanzey Fire Department are encouraged to contact the department for more information. 

 

Norman W. Skantze 

Fire Chief 



Our area is still in a moderate drought. A dry summer like last year could put us in trouble. Conserving our 

natural resources is always a good idea, and water is no exception. We urge you to use water responsibly and 

conserve wherever possible, saving you money too! Information and guidance on the drought can be found at: 

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dam/drought/index.htm 

This summer Keene will be replacing the Lower Main Street Bridge at Route 101 including one of the water 

mains that serves North Swanzey. Water flow patterns will be reversed for a time and you may experience 

discoloration as scale and sediment is disturbed in the pipes. Flush a cold water faucet for a few minutes to 

clear the line. If it doesn’t clear up, wait thirty minutes and try again. Use caution when doing laundry be-

cause it could stain. Check our website and Facebook page for updates.  

http://www.northswanzeywater.org 

Our water meters are now over ten years-old and some batteries are expiring. We will be in contact with you 

if and when we need to replace your water meter. Questions or concerns? Call us at 352-2338, email superin-

tendent@northswanzeywater.org or stop by the Precinct Office at 31 Walnut Place.  

 

 

 

       

North Swanzey Water & Fire Precinct 

The Sewer Commission would like to welcome Rob Hitchcock as a sewer commissioner.  Rob was appoint-

ed to fill out the term of Bill Snyder who recently passed away.  Rob is a civil engineer with many years of 

experience. 

As part of the State DOT paving plan, Rte. 32 will be paved from the Keene line to the Massachusetts bor-

der. Part of the project is to replace all of the sewer rims and covers on Rte. 32. 

On West Swanzey the Commission will be extending the sewer from South Winchester Street to the Rte. 10 

end of Cobble Hill Road. The rest of the sewer operation will be ongoing. 

Glenn W. Page, Chair 

Sewer Commission 

Bryan Rudgers   Paul Scheuring   Rob Herrick 

Commissioner           Commissioner Chair            Commissioner 

 

Sly Karasinski                          RoseAnn Amato            Polly Seymour 

Superintendent              Clerk/Treasurer      Auditor 

Fireworks Ordinance 

Since 2010, the Town of Swanzey has had an ordinance restricting the use of fireworks within the Town. All 

residents who purchase, possess, or display fireworks must receive a permit through the Fire Depart-

ment. Violators of the Fireworks Ordinance will be subject to fines. Please contact the Fire Chief with any 

questions.  For more information please call the Fire Department at 358-6455. 

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dam/drought/index.htm
http://www.northswanzeywater.org
mailto:superintendent@northswanzeywater.org
mailto:superintendent@northswanzeywater.org


Recycling Center 

Upcoming Events 

Spring Hazardous Waste Schedule: 

*Sat 3/18/17 *Wed 3/22/17 *Sat 3/25/17 *Sat 4/8/17 *Wed 4/19/17 *Sat 4/29/17 *Sat 5/13/17  *Wed 5/17/17 

*Sat 5/20/17 *Sat 6/10/17 *Wed 6/21/17 *Sat 6/24/17 

*All collections will be held at the Keene Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility located adjacent to 

the Keene Recycling Center, 55 Old Summit Road, Keene from 8am-1pm. 

What to bring to Keene Hazardous waste: anything labeled corrosive, hazardous, toxic irritant, flammable and 

or oxidizer. None of the above should be brought to the Swanzey Recycling Center. 

Tire Amnesty Day: Will be held at the Swanzey Recycling center on Saturday 6/24/17 from 7AM-5PM. 

Maximum of 4 car tires with no rims per household with proof of residency required upon drop off.  

DISPOSAL OF HOUSEHOLD SHARPS 

The Department of Environmental Services (DES) regulates the disposal of household generated sharps (see 

NH Solid Waste Administrative Rule EnvSw 904.01(b)(3)). Household generated 

sharps may be disposed of with household trash, provided: 

 

 Sharps are enclosed inside a rigid, puncture resistant container, such as a plastic 

bleach or laundry detergent bottle 

 The screw top of the container is securely taped closed with tape such as duct tape 

 The container is labeled “Medical Sharps Container Not for Recycling.” Printable 

labels are available on the DES website. Go to www.des.nh.gov, click on “A to Z 

List” and scroll down to “Sharps Disposal.” Labels may also be available at your 

local transfer station. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER! 

NEVER throw loose sharps into the trash or toilet! 

NEVER leave sharps anywhere they could injure someone! 

NEVER store used sharps in glass bottles, soda bottles, milk jugs, aluminum cans, coffee cans or plastic 

bags! 

NEVER put containers with used sharps in a recycling bin.  

 



 

Old windows have many uses, taking the glass out and putting wood behind it or painting on the glass that is 

already there. Another neat use for these items is making your own green house. The best part about used 

windows is they come in all different shapes, sizes, and colors giving you an unlimited amount of upcycling 

projects! Think twice before disposing of your used windows! 

 

Spring’s upcycling object: Old windows 

Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance Updated 

 

On March 14th, voters overwhelmingly adopted the revised “Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance” proposed 

by the Swanzey Planning Board. Prior to the adoption of the revised ordinance, those wanting to construct an 

attached accessory dwelling unit needed to obtain permission from the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA). 

With the adoption of the revised ordinance, permission from the ZBA is no longer required if the conditions 

outlined in the ordinance are met. 

The revised zoning ordinance also now allows detached accessory dwelling units (prior to the adoption of the 

revised ordinance, detached accessory dwelling units were not permitted). The ordinance provides that de-

tached accessory dwelling units can be constructed subject to obtaining a special exception from the ZBA up-

on meeting the conditions outlined in the ordinance. 

The zoning ordinance can be found on the Town’s website (www.town.swanzey.nh.us) – the Accessory 

Dwelling Unit provisions are contained in Section III-AA. Should you have questions about this ordinance, 

please contact Sara Carbonneau at 352-7411 ext. 108 or via email at scarbonneau@town.swanzey.nh.us 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFx--bhb3TAhXFbSYKHZ1wCpUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.dejavuedesigns.com/patriotic-americana-16-unique-diys/&psig=AFQjCNF3_Cmna0Vt7FYjZeEqC1LBmYUt0g&ust=1493121389172961
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/152207662377732300/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2r9_vhb3TAhWCZiYKHRftBC4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/105553184991547171/&psig=AFQjCNGLQl0Z7EW2ivOhAdZymveK1Yh4AQ&ust=1493121646425293
http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us
mailto:scarbonneau@town.swanzey.nh.us


 

 

It’s That Time of Year Again, Tick Season!  
 

 

 

While it is a good idea to take preventive measures against ticks year-round, be extra vigilant in warmer 

months (April-September) when ticks are most active. 

 

To avoid ticks, walk in the center of trails and avoid walking through tall bushes or other vegetation. Use a 

repellent with DEET (on skin or clothing) or permethrin (on clothing and gear). Repellents containing 20% or 

more DEET (N, N-diethyl-m-toluamide) can be applied to the skin and can protect up to several hours. 

 

Find and Remove Ticks from Your Body 
Conduct a full-body tick check using a hand-held or full-length mirror to view all parts of your body upon 

return from tick-infested areas. Parents should check their children for ticks under the arms, in and around the 

ears, inside the belly button, behind the knees, between the legs, around the waist, and especially in their hair. 

 

 Examine gear and pets. Ticks can ride into the home on clothing and pets, then attach to a person later, so 

carefully examine pets, coats, and day packs. 

 Tumble dry clothes in a dryer on high heat for 10 minutes to kill ticks on dry clothing after you come in-

doors. 

 

Tick-borne diseases are transmitted to people and animals when they are bitten by an infected tick. The longer 

an attached tick is allowed to feed, the greater the chance the tick will transmit the organisms that cause tick-

borne diseases. Therefore, it is important to take steps to avoid being bitten by ticks and to remove any at-

tached ticks promptly. The NH Division of Public Health Services provides the following information about 

how to property remove an attached tick: 

 

Removing an Attached Tick 

 

• DO remove the tick promptly. The sooner you remove it, the less chance of infection. 

• DO use tweezers to grasp the tick’s mouthparts at the surface of the skin. 

• DO gently pull the tick straight out with a steady motion. 

• DO wipe the bite area with an antiseptic, or wash with soap and water. 

• DO NOT remove an attached tick using any of the methods listed below. 

 

These actions may actually increase your chances of becoming infected with a tick 

borne disease: 

• DO NOT squeeze the tick. 

• DO NOT rub petroleum jelly on the tick. 

• DO NOT use a hot match or cigarette. 

• DO NOT pour kerosene or nail polish on the tick. 

 

For more information please contact the NH Division of Public Health Services/Bureau of Infectious Disease 

Control at www.dhhs.nh.gov or calling (603) 271-4496.  Health Officer Pam Fortner 

(PFortner@town.swanzey.nh.us)  is also available if you have additional questions or concerns.   

http://www.dhhs.nh.gov
mailto:PFortner@town.swanzey.nh.us


TOWN OF SWANZEY 

620 OLD HOMESTEAD HIGHWAY 

P.O. BOX 10009 

SWANZEY , NH 03446 

Rail-Trails Committee Being Formed  

Swanzey has 9.5 miles of rail-trails in town and 

some sections are in much better shape than oth-

ers. If you are interested in helping to promote, 

maintain, or upgrade the trails, then this committee 

may be for you! Please contact Sara Carbonneau at 

352-7411 ext. 108 or via email at scarbon-

neau@town.swanzey.nh.us to let her know that 

you are interested in helping out. 

Drought Conditions & Well Failure  
 

The NH Department of Environmental Services cautions the public that drought conditions continue in the 

southern part of New Hampshire. Monitoring stations continue to show below normal levels. Residents of 

Southern New Hampshire, whether on public water systems or private wells should continue to be cautious 

with water use. 

 

Symptoms of Well Failure  Typically, dug wells, shallow bedrock wells, wells located near topographic 

high points and wells constructed in areas where bedrock is close to the ground surface are more susceptible 

to failing when drought conditions are present. The typical homeowner does not have a means of determin-

ing a well’s water level, although symptoms of well failure may be obvious.  Symptoms may include: 

 

 No water. 

 Sudden drops in water pressure or pressure surges. 

 Air bubble coming out of non-aerated faucets. 

 Cloudy or heavily silted water. 

 

The cause of well failure may be a shortage of water or other problems associated with the well casing, 

valves, waterlines, pumps, or pressure tanks. It is important to work with a licensed pump installer and/or 

well driller to diagnose the problem and determine the appropriate corrective action to take. If you are expe-

riencing any of the above issues in your water system, address them immediately because completing the 

work in the winter may not be possible and/or could be more costly. 

 

For more information please contact the NH Drinking Water and Groundwater Bureau at (603) 271-2513 or 

dwgbinfo@des.nh.gov or visit www.des.nh.gov, click on the “A-Z List” then click “Drinking Water and 

Groundwater Bureau”. Health Officer Pam Fortner (PFortner@town.swanzey.nh.us) is also available if you 

have additional questions or concerns.   

ARE YOU A VETERAN? 

The All Veterans Tax Credit was adopted by the vot-

ers at the March 14, 2017 Town Meeting. The differ-

ence between this credit and the existing Veteran 

credit offered by the town is that there are not any 

specific service dates required. 

To qualify, the Veteran must have served a mini-

mum of 90 days, been a NH resident for at least one 

year and own the property as of April 1st.  Although 

the deadline for this tax year has passed, an applica-

tion and a copy of the DD 214 form (or equivalent) 

must be received by April 16, 2018 for the 2018 tax 

year.  

Contact Coleen Birmingham, Assessing Coordinator 

at 352-7411 x114 should you have any questions. 

mailto:scarbonneau@town.swanzey.nh.us
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